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Social Venture Partners Cincinnati Awards $45,000 in Grants 
The Civic Garden Center, Imago for Earth and Gorman Heritage Farm also will continue to receive valuable in-kind support focused on long-term organizational success
October 12, 2010 – CINCINNATI, OH – Social Venture Partners (SVP) Cincinnati today announced it will award a third year of funding to the Civic Garden Center, and a second year of funding to Gorman Heritage Farm and Imago for Earth. The Civic Garden Center will receive $20,000, and Imago for Earth and Gorman Heritage Farm are each awarded $12,500.
SVP’s model of engaged philanthropy leverages its Partners' financial contributions with SVP's collective business expertise to strengthen nonprofits over a 3-5 year engagement. SVP Director Lisa Davis Roberts said, "The cash grant is just the door-opener to the relationship between SVP and its investees. Over the lengthy period of the investment, we have the opportunity to really make an impact in a way that money alone can't. Stronger boards, more effective strategic plans, and innovative marketing strategies are just a few of the outcomes our investees are experiencing as a result of our Partners' hands-on engagement."
SVP works closely with each nonprofit to determine where best to apply its collective expertise. In the first year of investment, SVP Partners worked with Gorman Heritage Farm to refine its mission, strengthen its strategic plan, create a funding strategy, and develop board policies. SVP Partners worked with the staff and board of Imago for Earth to optimize the outcomes of outreach programs such as Music in the Woods and last weekend’s national and local Bioneers Conference, as well as conducting a resource audit, creating marketing resources, and providing board development support. 
Over the past two years, with SVP's guidance, the Civic Garden Center radically refined its plans for an innovative Green Learning Station (GLS).  The re-envisioned GLS is more closely aligned with the Garden Center’s mission, and it saves approximately $1 million over the original plan in addition to being a more effective teaching resource.
SVP Cincinnati Chair Glenn Bitzenhofer noted, "Our partners have enjoyed working with these three organizations. At each one, the staff has a compelling vision for their organization.  SVP provides extra hands and skills to help them achieve it. It is really satisfying to see how impactful our personal and professional expertise can be.  Equally important, our SVP Partners have learned a tremendous amount about the nonprofit sector and the challenges facing our community. We are excited to continue our relationship with each of these organizations." 
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SVP Cincinnati's first two investment cycles focused on nonprofits working to improve the environment through education. In 2010, SVP Cincinnati announced that it will fund nonprofits working to transform the lives of children and youth at risk. SVP Partners are currently reviewing proposals and will announce SVP's newest investee on November 12, 2010.
SVP welcomes new partners to join at any time. Prospective partners are invited to attend monthly Third Thursday Happy Hours and periodic educational and social events to learn more about SVP’s model of philanthropy. A calendar of events is located on SVP’s website at svpcincinnati.org
ABOUT SOCIAL VENTURE PARTNERS 

Using a “hands on” approach, SVP combines the power of business with the passion of philanthropy. People who join SVP are called partners. Partners bring their collective expertise, financial resources, professional skills, life experience and creativity to work in partnership with area nonprofits and their leaders. By pooling resources, partners produce synergistic results while learning to be better philanthropists.
SVP Cincinnati was formed in 2007 and is one of 26 cities affiliated with SVP International, based in Seattle. SVP’s overarching goals are to find solutions to some of society’s most intractable problems and to create a better community and world. SVP Cincinnati operates as a program of InterAct for Change and covers a 20-county area in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. For further information, contact SVP Director Lisa Davis-Roberts at (513)458-6715 or lisa@svpcincinnati.org.
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